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Nacogdoches Public Library Receives Strengthening 
Communities Through Libraries Minigrant from ALSC 

(Nacogdoches) The Nacogdoches Public Library has been chosen as one of twelve 
libraries to receive a $5,000 minigrant from the Association for Library Service to 
Children (ALSC). These grants are made possible by a Youth Literacy grant from the 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation. The Strengthening Communities Through Libraries 
minigrants will allow the library to provide opportunities for STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) learning during out-of-school time to children in 
the community.  

Through the program, the library will offer workshops for teachers, after-school adult 
leaders and homeschool groups to learn how to conduct STEAM programs for their 
students. The library will make portable STEAM kits available for check-out. Each kit will 
provide instructions and learning objectives so that any adult can feel comfortable 
leading STEAM activities. 

“More and more we discover how important the concepts learned in STEAM and coding 
programs help children develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. While we 
want children and families to come to the library, we know that some children and 
teens are not able to do so. By providing workshops for adults who work directly with 
children in after-school programs, we want to ensure that all kids have an opportunity 
to access these enrichment activities. Not all teachers or after-school programs can 
afford to have the wide variety of STEAM kits that we will have; therefore, we want to 
serve as a materials resource, as well as offer program support. We look forward to 
working with community groups to strengthen our community for the betterment of all 
our youth,” said Mercedes Franks, library director.  
 
To learn how your after-school or student group can borrow STEAM kits, please call 559-
2970. Information about the Strengthening Communities Through Libraries minigrant 



can be found by visiting ALSC’s Grants and Corporate Partnerships page. Throughout the 
grant cycle, ALSC will also make downloadable resources available to help libraries 
develop similar out-of-school time programs. 
 

About ALSC 

The Association for Library Service to Children is the world's largest organization 
dedicated to the support and enhancement of library service to children. ALSC's 
network includes more than 4,000 children's and youth librarians, children's literature 
experts, publishers, education and library school faculty members, and other adults 
dedicated to creating a better future for children through libraries. 
 
About the Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation is proud to support initiatives that help others 
improve their lives through literacy and education. Since 1993, the Foundation has 
awarded more than $97 million in grants to nonprofit organizations, helping more than 
5.8 million individuals take their first steps toward literacy, a general education diploma 
or English proficiency. To learn more about the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, visit 
www.dgliteracy.org. 
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